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Overview

Magic Contest is a scoring program for Windows designed to take care of all needs of a bridge club. All contests can be scored, i.e:

· Pair contests (matchpoints, Butler, IMP across the field), both regular contests and barometer scoring.

· Team contests (swiss, round-robin).

· Individual contests (same functionality as pair contests above).

This document will not describe the scoring in detail since that is not interesting – Magic Contest offers the functionality that can be asked of a scoring program. For those of you who want more detailed information, the Magic Contest web site at www.brenning.se will give you that.

Magic Contest was developed with the aim to be fool-proof. Magic Contest uses Windows wizards to help beginners calculate contests while Advanced buttons cater for the needs of experienced users. Hopefully both parties will be satisfied.

A member database is used (see below) for quickly entering starting lists. The database is also used for contest of the type “best 5 out of 20” and other kinds of database functionality.

No online help, i.e. help through the F1 button or Help menu item, is supplied since the idea is that the user interface should be self-explanatory – any example of the opposite is a failure. Those windows that are tricky contain a few rows of explanation written in blue to attract attention. Additional help will be given through short Quick Reference documents and through Q/A web sites.

Database

Magic Contest can be used stand-alone or together with a member database. That database can be created by entering members manually at the bridge club or by importing member files from the NBO (see next page).

The member database is created in Microsoft Access database format (.mdb file). Member reports can be printed through Magic Contest or by accessing the database directly from Microsoft Access, Paradox, Excel or any other program the can access data from Microsoft Access.

Note!
Magic Contest is not a Microsoft Access program but completely stand-alone. No Access licence is required for use of the database.

Master Points

Magic Contest can not calculate master points and will never be able to do so either. Contest results can be reported digitally to the NBO where the master points are calculated. The reasoning behind this is described at the next page.

Reports

Magic Contest comes with a built-in report builder. Nine major types of reports, apart from the database reports, can be printed:

· Guidecard

· Guideslip

· Starting list

· Score recap

· Final result

· Sprint prize

· Private scorecard

· Hand record

· Individual point league

All reports can be designed according to Windows standards, i.e. using font types/sizes/colours, selection of what fields to be printed, graphics to a certain extent, etc. There is no limitation to how many reports that can be designed.

Language and Localization

Magic Contest was designed to be translated into several languages without changing the data structures or the file formats.

As of now, versions in English and Swedish are available. The Swedish Bridge Federation owns all rights to the Swedish version.

NBO Member Database

Magic Contest comes with well-defined specifications on how to exchange data with any NBO program. The only thing that has to be done to enable data exchange is to adjust the NBO program to the specifications.

Data can be sent in both directions. As of now, e-mail is used. If the NBO invests in high-performance computers, powerful back-office programs and modem switches, Magic Contest can be used to connect directly to the NBO database to exchange data.

Member Database
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This file contains member information such as member ID, name, address, telephone numbers, member status, etc.
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This file contains database changes and/or requests for updates of the local database.

It is up to the user to update the local database.

Master Points
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This file contains contest categories – the base for master points report.

The NBO defines a number a contest categories, i.e. normal events, regional finals, national finals, etc, where all categories form a base for calculating master points.

When the contest report is returned from the club, master points can be calculated according to the contest category and the contest results.
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When a contest is started in Magic Contest, a contest category (see above) is selected.

When the contest is finished, the results, along with the selected contest category, are sent to the NBO  where the master points are calculated.

One NBO Program?

I do not think it is possible to develop a common member database to be distributed to NBOs with the facilities to make everybody happy. Sweden, for instance, has a program at the NBO office that manages:

· Member database

· Master points

· Registration of member payments

· Hotel reservations for the national bridge week

· Starting lists for all national finals including number of qualifiers from each district based on percentage formulas

· Address lists

· Etc, etc, etc

· And much more…

The different tasks are very closely tied to the kinds of needs of the Swedish Bridge Federation.I believe the same applies for other NBOs.

In my opinion, a project to try to unify the needs of all NBOs into one program is doomed. EBL Member is a try but should be seen as just a try. Local programming skills are most likely required to develop EBL Member into something every NBO office can use on a daily basis.

